




Beth demonstrates rapid response with a “call” to 9-1-1
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Following the fire at Riverview, Chemung ARC began a complete fire safety
review at each facility that we operate. As the result of this review, we made
arrangements to upgrade our fire alarm systems at many of the homes that we
operate. New, addressable fire alarm systems were installed. These systems
monitor the location 24/7 for fire and then call 9-1-1 automatically if a fire
condition is detected.  We asked code enforcement and fire personnel to inspect
each facility that we operate. We met with our staff to discuss the Riverview
fire and suggest ways that we could improve our fire safety process.

In 2010, we are continuing our focus by asking every staff person to attend
three hours of fire safety training. The first training will be completed by the
end of March. The training includes a video from the National Institute of
Standards and Technology that shows how fast a room can go from fire to
flashover. The training includes information about kitchen fires. The video
includes a discussion of RACE (Rescue-Alarm-Confine-Evacuate). The video
also includes a discussion of how to operate a fire extinguisher (Pull Aim
Squeeze and Sweep). We plan to release the second training in April. This
training will include training in NYS Fire Codes and will feature interviews
from code enforcement and fire personnel. We will be training our staff in the
mechanism to create a fire evacuation plan and how to document a fire
evacuation.  The final training will involve actual use of a fire extinguisher.

During the spring, we are already planning to conduct unannounced fire drills
at every location. This unplanned drill activation will assess the level of
knowledge gained by our staff from the training being provided.

Our fire safety focus will continue through the summer. We are already working
with local fire departments to set up fire drill evacuations. The local fire
department typically develops a pre-plan which involves evaluating the layout
of the location and determining how the fire department will respond to the
fire.  Where will fire trucks deploy in the event of a fire?  Where will fire
fighters enter the facility? How will a search and rescue be performed? How
will staff communicate with the fire department regarding people at the scene?

On March 23, 2009 an early morning fire led to the deaths of four residents at the Riverview Individual Residential Alternative in upstate New
York.  Nine residents with developmental disabilities lived at the home.  Two staff members who were on duty at the time evacuated five people
from the home.  Two individuals died at the scene. Two died during an emergency flight en route to the local medical center.

Since that tragic day, the New York State Office of Mental Retardation and Developmental Disabilities has been engaged in preventing this type of
tragedy in homes throughout the state.  As we later learned, there are nearly 7,000 group homes across the state.  One significant fire occurs in
each of these facilities every week.  In this article, we will discuss how we are working to improve fire safety at Chemung ARC.

Coordination between our staff and first responders is a critical component
during a fire. Where will individuals be relocated after evacuating?  How will
this be coordinated with the Fire Chief who is in charge of the scene and
coordinating first responder access?

Plans are already underway to produce a training module for individuals we
support who live in the surrounding community. This training is being produced
by the Family Support Services division and the Recreation department.

In the fall, plans are underway to expand our Salute to Health and Safety Day.
This event will feature exhibits, an evacuation drill and will provide the annual
fire safety in-service for our staff.

We train in fire evacuations at every location 6-12 times a year. The challenge
for us as providers is to ensure that we find new ways to test our ‘readiness’
and to engage staff and the people we support in the fire safety process. One
way to do that is through volunteerism with our local fire departments.  Over
the last several years our Clinton Street, Burkeshire Drive, Supportive
Apartments, Liberty Street and Chemung Place sites have been active in
volunteering with our local fire department.  We have participated in pancake
breakfasts, spaghetti dinners, Christmas Tree fund raisers and the newest
event, the Roses for Hoses flower sale. This event was held prior to Valentine’s
Day and raised over $200 for Haiti and nearly $500 for the West Elmira Fire
Department.

For the many activities on the fire safety front that we have underway, the day
to day work of fire safety at Chemung ARC remains.  Fire drills are monitored,
fire alarm system activations are tracked, safety hazards are identified and
resolved each day.  Thanks to the commitment of our communities, the people
that we support and our staff, Chemung ARC is a safe place to live and
work.★
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The Clinton Street IRA residents share safety acronyms



My tax deductible gift to the Chemung ARC
Fund is:

_____  $1000
_____    $500
_____    $250
_____    $100
_____      $50
_____      $25
_____   Other

Please print your full name(s).

Name: _____________________________
Name: _____________________________
Business Name: _____________________
Address: __________________________
City: ______________________________
State: ____________  Zip: ____________

        Check         Master Card          Visa

Credit Card #: _______________________
 __________________________________
Exp Date: __________________________
3-digit security code: _________________
Name on Card: ______________________
Signature: __________________________

Mail direct contributions to:

Chemung ARC Fund
711 Sullivan Street
Elmira, NY 14901

Interested in the Chemung ARC Fund?Interested in the Chemung ARC Fund?Interested in the Chemung ARC Fund?Interested in the Chemung ARC Fund?Interested in the Chemung ARC Fund?

Chemung ARC Fund

Checks payable to Chemung ARC Fund

        he Chemung ARC Fund is administered by The Community Foundation of the
Elmira-Corning Area, Inc. Gifts made to the Chemung ARC Fund today build the

principle of the Fund, making its earnings great over time and increasing the
amount of money available for future use.

Chemung ARC spends only the interest income generated by the Fund, ensuring

its long-term effectiveness in dealing with issues created by a sometimes not-so-
seamless funding system. Agency staff members work with people supported by

Chemung ARC to determine their needs every day. If someone we support has a
need that cannot be met by traditional funding sources, the staff member can

work with the individual to apply for money from the Fund. This works similarly to a
grant application process but requires less paperwork than the average funder. The

process is meant to be easy and accessible for the people using it.

Donors to the Chemung ARC Fund are doing their part to create a lasting support
for people with developmental disabilities in the Chemung County area. The Fund

will continue to work for people as long as the community continues to support it. Its
principle is built primarily by private donations and memorial gifts.

Gifts to the Fund are tax deductible and can be made by check, Master Card or

Visa, payable to Chemung ARC Fund. You can also make a contribution by contrib-
uting stocks, bonds or mutual funds that have appreciated in value. In addition to

gifts by check, credit card, or of securities, we are also available to talk with you re-
garding other options for contributing; such as, bequests through wills, trusts, and

estate planning.

For more information on the Fund or on supporting Chemung ARC, please contact
Community Relations Director Allison Monnell at (607) 734.6151 Ext. 122 or via e-

mail at MonnellAM@ChemungARC.org. ★
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Chemung ARC futures

CCCCConnect with Chemung ARC!onnect with Chemung ARC!onnect with Chemung ARC!onnect with Chemung ARC!onnect with Chemung ARC!
Send us ySend us ySend us ySend us ySend us your Emour Emour Emour Emour Email addrail addrail addrail addrail addressessessessess

and be the first toand be the first toand be the first toand be the first toand be the first to
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ÂÂÂÂÂ join our local and njoin our local and njoin our local and njoin our local and njoin our local and nationationationationational adval adval adval adval advocacyocacyocacyocacyocacy

effortseffortseffortseffortsefforts
ÂÂÂÂÂ be “In The Knobe “In The Knobe “In The Knobe “In The Knobe “In The Know”w”w”w”w”

Email Email Email Email Email infoinfoinfoinfoinfo@chemungarc.orgchemungarc.orgchemungarc.orgchemungarc.orgchemungarc.org
with your name and email addresswith your name and email addresswith your name and email addresswith your name and email addresswith your name and email address.....





Please make checks payable to  
Chemung ARC.  

Indicate Dancin’ With My Friends and mail to  
711 Sullivan Street, Elmira, NY 14901.  

Questions can be directed to Community Relations Director Allison Monnell by phone at 
607.734.6151x122 or via e-mail at monnellam@chemungarc.org 

 

 

 

Name     
________________________________________________________________ 

Business Name     _________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address      ________________________________________________________ 

City      _________________________________________________________________ 

State   _________________________________   Zip     ___________________________ 
 

Email     ________________________________________________________________ 

Phone     (____________)__________________________________________________ 

 

Sponsorship Level      _____________________________________________________ 

Amount     $________________________ 

 

Payment Method     Cash  Check  MO  Visa  MC 

Card #:      ___ ___ ___ ___   ___ ___ ___ ___   ___ ___ ___ ___   ___ ___ ___ ___ 

Expiration Date: ___ ___ / ___ ___ ___ ___ (mm/yyyy)     3 Digit Security Code: ___ ___ ___ 

Signature:      _________________________________________________________ 


Please invoice  me* 

1 installment      $ ______________ / mo 

2 installments    $ ______________ / mo 

3 installments    $ ______________ / mo 

4 installments    $ ______________ / mo 
 

* installments will be invoiced on a consecutive monthly basis beginning May 1, 2009. 

   I’d like my donation to be anonymous 
   Please donate our sponsor tickets to the event back to the agency 
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The agency, as part of its day hab/
recreation program launched a new
arts program in the fall called
Avenues of Expression. Although in its
infancy, the program has already taken off and
we are excited about the many potential
avenues of creativity and projects ahead. A
committee has been formed made up of staff
and community members that are supporters of
the arts to assist the program in its direction,
community connections and opportunities.

You may recall seeing some of the art that came
out of the Avenues of Expression classes during
the summer months.  The agency hosted its first
arts exhibit displayed in the front lobby prior to
the 2009 annual meeting and at the Celebration
Walk at the Holding Point in Horseheads last
June.

Although our Rec program has explored a
variety of art disciplines throughout the years,
including musical performance and crafts, it was
during last year’s Street Painting Festival that
the seeds began to sprout. While driving to work
on an early July morning, Josh Bennett of the
Recreation department saw a sign advertising
“Street Painting” in downtown Elmira. He
stopped, wrote down the number and made a
call. Rec was too late to be involved in the
festival that was held in July, but contacts were
made with Elmira Downtown Development, the
host organization of the festival. The Saturday
of the 2009 Elmira Street Painting festival,

recreation staff invited some members of the art
class to meet and see what this “street painting”
was all about.

It didn’t take long before the group met artists
from all over the county including an artist from
the Community Arts of Elmira. In no time
Chemung ARC had made partnerships with
Jennifer Herrick of Elmira Downtown
Development and Lynne Rusinko of Community
Arts Elmira. By the following week, Josh and
Jennifer had met again. Jennifer had seen some
of the artwork that had been produced in art
class and quickly decided that the former
Werdenberg building on the corner of North Main
and West Water streets would be an ideal spot
to display the art. Since that time many of our
artists have had their work on display in the
store windows. We were very pleased to be part
of this year’s Elmira Downtown Development
Christmas Window Display project.

Additionally, the agency featured artwork from
June Schlappi on the agency’s holiday cards that
were distributed to hundreds of community
businesses, organizations and supporters of
Chemung ARC. June’s artwork was chosen by
the arts committee out of 26 art entries out of
the program.

Upcoming projects from Avenues of Expression
include a fantastic project funded by The ARTS
Council of the Southern Finger Lakes called “All
Walks of Life” that will take place this summer.  A
large canvas will be touring local community
walks whereupon people will be invited to “make
their mark” with paints.  Avenues of Expression
has also received some funding from The ARTS
to purchase software and equipment to assist
artist members in filmmaking. We will continue to
keep you informed of all the exciting activities
evolving within Avenues of Expression.★
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Goals of the Chemung ARC Arts
Program:

To provide artists with disabilities the
opportunity to participate in a multi-
disciplinary arts program in which one can
gain skills and opportunities for creative
expression and artistic growth through
enhanced opportunities of experimentation
in various disciplines, media, techniques and
materials;

To associate and collaborate with others in
the community;

To challenge the arts community to recognize
and include the talents and vision of people
who have long been marginalized;

To provide artists with disabilities the
opportunity to exhibit, perform, teach and
gain income from their art; and,

To use the arts to develop awareness in
which the broader community recognizes a
person’s significance, talents and vision.

The ARTS Council of the Southern Finger Lakes (The ARTS) held an open call to artists for an
exhibition of small works expressing the theme “Water”.  Artists were asked to submit works
of art that, in some way, were inspired by or reflect a feeling or sense of water.  The exhibit
will be mounted in The Spotlight Gallery at The ARTS, 32 West Market Street, Corning, NY.

The curator, Marc Dennis, reviewed and selected the best artwork for display in the
exhibition.  Marc is a nationally recognized contemporary painter and locally famous professor
of art at Elmira College.  To learn more about the art work of Mr. Dennis, please peruse his
web site - www.MarcDennis.com and read his blog - Creative Footprint.

“Water,” a juried visual art exhibition will be on
display in The Spotlight Gallery at The ARTS from
April 5 - 28, 2010.

Avenues of Expression artist, Linda McCarroll
submitted her oil painting, “Watery Sunset” and was
one of the artists selected to participate in the exhibition.  Linda learned to paint by watching Bob Ross on public

television.  Every Saturday, Linda would open her drawing pad and follow along with whatever Bob was painting.  When she finished, if she thought the
work was good enough, she would give it to a friend.  Just recently, Linda began to use oil paints and canvas.

When Linda is not working on painting for Avenues of Expression, she is crocheting a blanket for someone or out working in the garden since she enjoys

keeping busy. We look forward to seeing more of Linda’s masterpieces as she continues to explore creative expression through painting. ★

Watery Sunset by Linda McCarroll chosen for The ARTS’ Water exhibitWatery Sunset by Linda McCarroll chosen for The ARTS’ Water exhibitWatery Sunset by Linda McCarroll chosen for The ARTS’ Water exhibitWatery Sunset by Linda McCarroll chosen for The ARTS’ Water exhibitWatery Sunset by Linda McCarroll chosen for The ARTS’ Water exhibit

The ARTS’ Spotlight Gallery
Water

April 5-28, 2010
Watery Sunset

For more information on
Avenues of Expression
contact 607.734.6151




